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those only having removed all the difficulties of his maich from Portugal to Madud, they knew him the older general, and theiefore, not knowing that, in the court he came from, intrigue was too often the soul of ment, they could not but be amazed at a change, which his lordship was unwilling anybody should perceive by himself
It was upon this account, that, as formerly, he treated the ladies with balls, and to pursue the dons in their own humour, ordeied a tawridore, or bull-feast In Spam, no sort of public diversions are esteemed equal with this But the bulls provided at Valencia, not being of the right breed, nor ever initiated in the mysteries, did not acquit themselves at all nusteily, and, consequently, did not give the diveision or satisfaction expected For which leason I shall omit giving a description of this bull-feast, and desne my reader to suspend his curiosity till I come to some, which, in the Spanish sense, were much more entertaining, that is, attended with much greater hazards and danger
But though I have said the gallantries of the general were mostly political, at least very inoffensive, yet there happened about this time, and in this place, a piece of gallantry, that gave the eail a vast deal of offence and vexation, as a matter that in its consequences might ha\e been fatal to the mteie&t of King Chailes, if not to the English nation in geneial, and which I the rather relate, in that it may be of use to young officers and others , pointing out to them the danger, not to say folly, of inadvertent and piecipitate engagements, under unruly passions
I have said before, that Valencia is famous for fine women. It indeed abounds in them, and among those, are great numbers of courtezans, not inferior in beauty to any Nevertheless, two of our English officers, not canng for the common road, however safe, resolved to launch into the deeper seas, though attended with much gi eater danger Amours, the common failing of that fair city was the occasion of this accident, and two nuns the objects It is customary in that countiy foi young people, in an evening, to lesort to the grates of the nunneues, there to diveit themselves, and the nuns, with a little pleasant and inoffensive chit-chat For, though I have heard some ielate a world of nauseous passages at such conversations, I must declaie that I nevcz saw or